
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On Friday, October 24, 2008 America’s 
Second Harvest of the Big Bend held our 
3rd Annual Empty Bowl Banquet.  This 
year’s event took place at the Challenger 
Learning Center in downtown Tallahassee.  
Open to the public, this annual banquet was 
a wonderful opportunity to recognize and 
appreciate our most dedicated volunteers, 
generous donors and hardworking partner 
agencies.  This event also provided Amer-
ica’s Second Harvest of the Big Bend the 
opportunity to increase awareness about the 
issue of hunger and poverty in our local 
communities.  In addition, the event was 
headed by the 2008 Master of Ceremony 
Big Mark Thompson and included an 
awards presentation (winners are listed on 
page 2), dramatic empty bowl display by 
local school children (see picture above, 
right) and refreshments were provided 
courtesy of Harry’s Seafood Bar and 
Grille, and Tri-Eagle Sales.     
 

On behalf of the entire ASHBB staff, 
thank you to our partner agencies, award 
recipients, volunteers who worked both 
preparing for and at the event, and all of 
the guests who attended for making the 
3rd Annual Empty Bowl Banquet a huge 
success! 
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3rd Annual Empty Bowl Banquet 

 Bowls made by local school children 
for the Empty Bowl Banquet. 

 

Presidential  
Volunteer  
Service  
Award  
recipient,  
Nicholas  
Alford 

Thank You to our  
Empty Bowl Banquet Sponsors! 

Harry’s Seafood Bar & Grille 
KPMG 
Walmart 
Tri-Eagle Sales 
ASHBB Board of Directors  
Brown’s Refrigeration 
Law, Redd, Crona & Munroe 
Coppins Monroe Adkins Dincman & Spellman, P.A. 
Big Bend Chapter of Paralegal Association of Florida    



E X E C U T I V E   
D I R E C T O R :  
• Cheryl Phoenix, MSW  
B O A R D  O F   

D I R E C T O R S :  
• Christopher Brooks,  
      President 
• Miaisha Mitchell,  
      Vice President 
• Tolga Dincman,  
      Secretary 
• Gary Haines,  
      Treasurer 
• Bob Connors 
• Peggy Claborn 
• Sam Frazier 
• John K. Londot 
• Michele Atkinsson 
• Cindy Marsiglio 

Note From Cheryl:   

Recently, I went to a meeting of the Florida Association of Food Banks, and 
talked with other Food Bank leaders around the state about how things are going.   
Their experiences are like ours, and other food banks around the country:  the 
supply is down and the need is up.  As soon as any donation of staple foods 
comes into the food bank,  it goes out to one of our 100+ partner agencies.  Peo-
ple are struggling to make ends meet and turning for help to our agencies, some-
times for the first time in their lives.  As the numbers continue to climb, so does 
the importance of our work. 
 
Not only are we working to get in more food from different sources, but individu-
als and organizations in our community are responding to the need, and for that 
we are grateful.  In this newsletter, you will read about one young girl who took 
the initiative to organize her own community food drive (page 3).  There are other 
food drives and community events planned to help us feed people (see page 4), 
but there is always room for more.  If you are involved with a group or organiza-
tion that would like to hold an event for us, please do so!  It’s a great way for eve-
ryone to have fun while helping others. 
 
The need is overwhelming at times, but so is the generosity of our community.  I 
know that together we will continue to find ways to feed families, children, sen-
iors and individuals who are hungry.  We are fighting hunger, and feeding hope. 

Local Hunger Statistic: 
Of the more than 31,000 people 
fed through ASHBB during the 
month of  September 2008,  
33% were children under the 
age of eighteen. 

If you would prefer to receive this 
publication in an electronic format,  
please e-mail Stephanie Kilham at  

skilham@fightinghunger.org 

Empty Bowl Banquet Award Recipients:  
Food Drive Events      
Stamp Out Hunger: United States Postal Service,  
           National Association of Letter Carriers   
War Chant: FSU Homecoming Committee     
Ice Bowl: Seven Hills Hurlers Disc Golf Club  
 

Youth Food Drives   
Can the Principal: Leon High School Student Government Association  
Scouting For Food: Boy Scouts of America, Suwannee River Area Co.  
Gilchrist Elementary Student Council : President Cameron Madsen,  
        Vice Pres. Anthony Milton 
Local Wholesale Donors 
SUPERVALU      
George Weston Bakeries, Inc. 
  

Local Retail Donors 
Publix Super Markets, Inc.       
Sam’s Club      
Albertson’s LLC       
New Leaf Market  
 

Individual Donor 
Robby Wheeler   
 

Presidential Volunteer Service Award  
Nicholas Alford 
Gabrielle Oates 
Erica Warren 

Editor: Jennifer C. Roberts, 
jroberts@fightinghunger.org 

America’s Second 
Harvest, the Nation’s 
Food Bank Network, 
changed its name to 
Feeding America.  

The organization’s national logo has 
been updated from the checkered ta-

blecloth to a tall stalk of wheat.   
America’s Second Harvest of the Big 

Bend is just one of more than 200 food 
bank members included in the national 
network which has strived for the past 

30 years to reach out to hungry  
citizens across America.  With this  

renewed focus we move forward with 
an even stronger determination to 

achieve our primary goals of 
 feeding hope and fighting hunger.  



        We LOVE 
        Our Volunteers! 

Community  
Food Drives: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Individual Volunteers: 
 

* Gabbi Oates * Nicholas Alford * Erica Warren * Patricia Glenn * Savannah Davy * Jonathan Darbouze * Sarah Clemmer * 
Wally Frohock * Lindsey Revell * James Costello * Chris Smith * Jacob Greenwood * Carmy Greenwood * Wayne Zhao 
*Paula Pearcey * Celena Grant * Paul Whittier * Allie Whittier * Michael Mann * Susan Mann * Terri Olsen * Keagan Barrett * 
Laura Barrett * Nicholas Barrett * Thomas Barrett * George Culmer * Merissa Evans * Niesha Evans * Eileen Patrick * Jamie 
Blocker * Jacob Auerbach * Sarah Marie Dietrich * Andy Rogers * Eleanor Balogh * Jillian White * Haleigh Johnson * Shea 
Stone * Alva Stone * Jake Wilkins * Colin Phillips * Linda Sanders * Tiashana Johnson * Trelinda Gilmore * Alexis Labolito * 
Nita Labolito * Jim Labolito * Sarah Hunt * Sam Hunt * Beth Hunt * Jorden Hunt * Julie Labolito * Anthony Labolito * Dante 
Labolito * Mary A. Anderson * James Anderson * Gary Jenks * Kathy Owens * Barbara Bruner * James Melin * Lillian Carlton 
* Ivan Holbert * Danielle Baxter * Nick Sorka * Amber Sorka * Ashleigh Davis * Ina Pitts * Rebecca Fernald * Catie Cartee * 
Brittany Baker * Rebecca Baker * Brittany Jones * Chris Silcox * Anton Glass * Caleb Pitts * Lizzie eal * Todd Smith * Zach 
Smith * John Isaccs * Destiny Glass * Matt Mahon * Rhett McKnight * Abby Cooke * Ryan Clark * Christina Bettes * Tanay 
Abrams * Ashleigh Foxworth * Christina Jackson * Ayana Jones * Diamond Price * Tiffany Williams * Danielle Davis * Marlene 
Hanna * Erin Polivka * Tara Fuller * Natalia Seay *  * Tara Matthews * Michelle Flores * Terrance Roberts * Luke JeanLouis * 
Lambert Parker II * Alex Cherry * Nathan Duddles * Kendall Vaughn * Brett Walker * Jen Ankerrak * Adriana Gutierrrez * 
Kayleen Boyd * Kelly Bibrey * Mike Naylor * Courtney White * Tricia Vickers * Dionne Watley * Mula Henley * Deseanette 
McDonald * Sara Jefferson * Jessica Casimic * Soraya Sicard * Dawnetta Henry * Chris Gonzales * Catherine Wind *  Kelly 
Reed * Camilla Lamp * Sheryl Cooper * Leon Corbett * Alex Harvey * Meagan Houser * Marcia Jones * Marsha Medders * 
Mandy Medders * Felicia Pendleton * Damien Pendleton * Jay Schleuning * Sally Young * Chris Bernard * Dee Campin * Artie 
White * Donna Joyce * Andrea Michael * Jordan Michael * Ashlyn Michael * Tracie Egert * Jessica Egert * Dinaa Li Lambert * 
Amy Besse * Aubrey Schmid * Susan Quinn * Maria Quintanilla * Lorenzo Quitanilla * Ruthie Killam * Angelica Jackson * 
Whitney Weatherspoon * Shalanna Hill * Lakeitha Poole *     

Volunteer Groups:  * Aderant * Progressive Black Men * Camp Flastacowo *  
Fernwood Baptist Church * Bright Futures * Miracle Hills Nursing Home * Paradigm * 
First Baptist Youth Group * FSU Rugby Team * Visit Florida * Service Leadership Seminar *  
Sistuhs, Inc. * Crossbridge Christian Church * 

Volunteers Needed: 
 

- Donation Pick-Ups 
- Maintenance Issues 
- Office Assistance 
- Special Events 
 
 

For information call (850) 562-3033 

 
 
 
 

Macy’s 
Premier Bank 
Gulf Winds Racing Club 
KLUME Bible Boomers 
CourageWorks for Horses 
Mad Science of Tallahassee 
Crossbridge Christian Church 
Best Beginnings Mom’s Club 
Lake Jackson United Methodist Church 
Silver Dome Chapter of the American 

Business Women’s Association 
 

...and a heartfelt thank you to the many 
other terrific individuals, families 
and community members too nu-
merous to list who also supported 
ASHBB.  

Food Drive of the Quarter:   
Special Guest Writer: Marlene Hanna 

                                  After hearing of America’s Second 
Harvest’s appeal for food donations subsequent to the 
flooding in the Big Bend Area, Erin Camille Polivka, 
age 8, decided one weekend to conduct a food drive.  
She distributed fliers in her grandmother’s Cameron 
Chase neighborhood asking for food to help the hungry. 
On Saturday and Sunday afternoons Erin hopped on her 

bicycle and looked on residents’ porches to see what they may have left for 
her to pick-up. Many bags of donations she could carry on her bike; other 
more weighty ones required the use of her little wagon and even her grand-
mother’s car. Erin was pleased with the collection of food that totaled more 
than 100 pounds when weighed-in at the Second Harvest warehouse facili-
ties. 
 When asked why she did the project and if she enjoyed it, Erin said, “I 
wanted to help people who are hungry. Giving out the fliers was hard work, 
but getting the food while riding my bicycle was lots of fun.” On Hallow-
een, when Erin goes trick-or-treating in her own Royal Oaks neighborhood, 
she plans to hand-out more fliers requesting food donations. Her family 
will help her again to collect the food and deliver it to America’s Second 
Harvest of the Big Bend. 
 

~ Marlene Hanna 
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Tallahassee, FL 32303 
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SUPPORTER ADDRESS 

 Spotlight: Upcoming Events 
 

 

∗ FSU Warchant: 
Sunday, November 9th from 5:00pm– 
7:00pm.  Show your Seminole spirit! 
Bring your canned food donations to 
help feed your hungry neighbors.   
Enjoy live music, food and fun! 
 
∗ Stuff the Bus: 
Week of November 17th.  Sponsored 
by StarMetro this citywide food drive 
is a great opportunity to donate your 
canned food donations to help feed 
your hungry neighbors.  Call ASHBB 
for drop-off locations and details on 
the grand finale wrap-up on Novem-
ber 21st!   
 
∗ UF vs. FSU Food Fight: 
November 19th-November 27th.  
Support your team and fight hunger!  
Publix Supermarkets will be accepting 
food donations to help ASHBB ensure  

that feasts are a reality for Tallahassee 
families this holiday season.  On-line 
donations also welcomed.  Winning 
school to be announced on game day, 
November 29th!   
 
∗ Alternative Christmas: 
The alternative to the excessive com-
mercialization of the holiday shopping 
experience! 
John Wesley Church 
(1689 St. Augustine Rd, Tallahassee) 
(Saturday, December 6th, 9:00am-4:00pm & 
Sunday, December 7th, 1:00pm-4:00pm) 
Christ Presbyterian Church 
(2317 Bannerman Rd, Tallahassee) 
(Friday, December 12th, 6:00pm-9:00pm & 
 Saturday, December 13th, 8:00am-1:00pm)  

**For more information on these 
events and other ASHBB events,  

please contact us at (850) 562-3033. 
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Feed Tallahassee! 
The “Feed Tallahassee!”  
fundraising campaign continues  
in hopes of raising $10,000!   
Through the sell of stylish  
emerald green wrist bands,  
this campaign will help to  
increase awareness about the 
issue of hunger in our local  
community  and raise much  
needed funds for the food bank. 
A minimal tax-deductible  
donation of as little as $5.00  
can provide 25 meals to our  
hungry neighbors in need! 
ASHBB would like to thank the 
Capital Area Association of  
Health Underwriters for  
sponsoring this terrific event.  
Show your support and help fight  
hunger in Tallahassee! 


